
 

 

Stewart Mountain Trail Proposal 

Presented to Mike McFarlane – Whatcom County Parks Director 

Eric Brown - Trail Director, Whatcom Mountain Bike Coalition 

Barbara Karabin, President, Whatcom Mountain Bike Coalition 

www.wmbcmtb.org 

Objectives: 

The WMBC proposes to re-route and build sections of a mt. bike trail on Stewart Mt with the goal of reducing 
the overall grade and improving sustainability. 

Benefits: 

• Re-route several of the steeper, unsustainable sections of the trail utilizing WMBC volunteers. 

• Utilizes the majority of pre-existing trail that is appropriately routed. 

• Creates a proper hiking trail from the Hertz Trail up to the old road grade and to the waterfall. 

• Creates a much nicer exit for the hiking and biking trail. 

• There are already many bikers (and some runners) enjoying this trail who would be tapped to help with 
trail work along with WMBC’s crew leaders. 

• It could provide a template moving forward for other non-system trails on WCP lands. 

Trail Design / Maintenance:  

The WMBC would provide the trail design expertise, pay for materials / permitting and provide the volunteer 
labor to get this project completed at no cost to the park.   

In order to mitigate environmental and liability concerns and to provide a better user experience, the trail will be 
re-routed and built to the IMBA or Whistler standards for sustainability.  Each altered section would be 
completed before any new section would be started.  All routing/scouting has taken place in the winter to 
identify potential water issues in advance and adjust routing accordingly.  Any stream crossings or wet zones 
will be avoided where ever possible, but bridging or culverts could be utilized. The trail would receive 
maintenance (at a minimum) annually, but likely multiple times per year. 

 

 

http://www.wmbcmtb.org/


Current: 

• The Stewart Mountain trail currently begins 3.5 miles up the power line road (aka, Wickersham Truck 
Trail) from the parking lot at 2,466 feet elevation 

• Total trail length is 2.33 miles with an overall trail grade of 17%. 

• This trail descends ~2,000 vertical feet to an old road/hiking trail.  This road is badly eroded towards the 
bottom and the uphill side has become a creek.  Then, it descends another 100 feet on the old hiking 
trail before connecting into the Hertz trail by the 2nd bridge crossing. 

 

Proposed: 

The WMBC has identified 3 primary re-routes that would reduce the overall grade of the trail, extend the trail’s 
length, and provide sustainability while still providing local riders the type of trail they greatly crave in our area.  
Beyond the primary re-routes, there are several smaller sections that would receive more finish work and 
further reduce the grade of the trail. 

Reroute 1:   

This re-route is between elevation 2,236 and 2,108 and the current length is .09 miles of trail.  Our proposed 
re-route would be .27 miles long and reduce this section’s grade by 2/3 from 27% to 9% 

 

Reroute 2:   

This section is between elevation 1,679 feet and 1,589 and the current length is .08 miles of trail.  Our 
proposed reroute would be .24 miles long and reduce this section’s grade by 2/3 from 21% to 7% degrees. 

 

Reroute 3:   

This would take place between elevation 1,162 and elevation 327 – where the trail exits.  The current section is 
.62 mile long and the proposed reroutes would take the grade down from 25.5% to 13.5%. 

Two potential reroutes: 

Option A:  1.17 miles length (preferred) 

Option B:  .87 miles 

 

Waterfall Trail: 

The mt. bike trail currently exits onto an old hiking trail/roadbed that goes up to a beautiful waterfall.  We’d 
propose that the end of RR3 be a gently graded full bench up to the waterfalls that is suitable for kids and older 
adults.  If, down the road, a bridge could be built over the stream, there could be a trail that goes up the ridge 
to the north that would create a beautiful loop through the forest there.  In fact, there’s already a semi-
completed, but poorly routed hiking trail on the northern ridge. 

 



Summary: 

With the 3 primary reroutes of the trail, it will create a better user experience, lengthen the trail and make the 
trail sustainable in the currently steeper sections.  Additionally, we will route the bottom area near the Hertz 
trail to create a nice .5 mile hike to the waterfall. 

With the proposed reroutes, the overall grade would be brought down to 13.6%.  With many more 
smaller/shorter adjustments, we feel we can get the overall grade down to 10-12%.  By comparison, here are 
some examples of other trail grades in our area: 

• Pine and Cedar Lakes trail:  15.3% 

• Raptor to Huckleberry Connector (road grade section) – 16% 

• Madrone Crest (from Lost Lake):  14.2% 

• Alternate Incline (Blanchard):  12.5% 

• PNT Climb (DNR) – 17.6% 

• Winchester Peak from Twin Lakes (USFS) - 15.3% 

 

Signage: 

Any trail signage for the trail would be provided by the WMBC and would adhere to the WCP design 
specifications. 

 

Trail Designer Biography: 

Eric Brown – Trail Director, Whatcom Mountain Bike Coalition 

Eric regularly interfaces with private and public land managers regarding mountain bike access in the Pacific 
Northwest.  He began building jumps and trails when he was in elementary school riding BMX bikes in the 
woods behind his house.  He received more formal training during college while working for the USFS on 
seasonal trail crews.  Eric has been designing and building trails for over a decade with an eye for sustainable 
trails that are fun for multiple ability levels.   

For the past 5 years, Eric was heavily involved in the creation of the Lake Whatcom Forest Park attending 
dozens of meetings and rallying the mountain bike community’s support for the park.  In 2013, he created a 
multi-phase trail plan for Larrabee State Park that led to the C.A.M.P. process with State Parks and moved into 
the Trail Planning process.  The first trail is currently under construction at the Park and will be an 
intermediate/advanced trail descending 900 feet from the bottom of Double Black Diamond to the parking lot.  
Additionally, he often coordinates trail days with as many as 50 volunteers on Galbraith Mountain - where the 
WMBC has built and maintains 45+ miles of trail. 
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Re-route 1 Detail (Top view): 

 

 

Re-route 1 Detail (Looking South): 

 

 



Re-route 2 Detail (Top View): 
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Re-route 3 Detail (Top View): 

 

 



Re-route 3 Detail (Side view – Looking North): 

 


